2. Phonology 

2.1 Consonants 

The following is the phonemic inventory of (the standard nonhem dialect of) 
Ponapean consonants: 

Table I. Consonants^ 

Labialised Bilabial Dental Alveolar Retroflex Velar 
bilabial 



Stops 


p- 


P 


t 




Fricatives 








s 


Nasals 


/n*' 


m 


n 




TriUs 








r 


Laterals 






I 




Semivowels 




w 




y 













Ponapean sonorani consonants may be single or geminate; the orthographic conventions 
for geminate m *^ and ^ are as in Kiribati, Geminate non-sonorants occur only in 
borrowings and, in some cases, across morpheme boundaries. In other environments, 
geminate non-sonorants are resolved into homorganic nasal-consonant clusters. See 
Rehg 1981 for more information. 
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The phoneme /s/ is referred to by Rehg (1981) as "palatalised", but in 
differing degrees from speaker to speaker. The retroflex /t/ is described by 
Rehg as "affricated" [ts], but not by all speakers. 

Sonorant consonants occur geminate j?iedially, initially, and finally, 
though initial and final geminates are rare: 

kommol *torest' mall 'clearing' 

i[)iQet *to pant* 

Geminate non-sonorants occur medially in borrowed words and 
exclamations. (It is certain that Ponapean had geminate non-sonorants at an 
earlier period in its history, but such forms have been resolved into non- 
geminates through a process of nasal dissimilation - see below.) 

2.2 Vowels 

Table!. Vowels 



Front Central Back 



High i J u u 

Mid-high e e o o 

Mid-low e e o 5 

Low a a 



Vowel length is phonemic in Ponapean. 
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